
Soil characteristics of wood 
turtle nest site selection in the 
Ruby Creek area.

Wood Turtle (Glyptemys 
insculpta) Nesting Study

This is a research study being conducted by a Lake Superior State University student.

Ongoing through July 10th, 2014



From late May to early July, wood turtles may be seen 
throughout  the area surrounding the Ruby Creek and 
the Pere  Marquette River looking for nesting locations
and digging nest sites.

These turtles can be seen
along roadways, driveways,
fields and homeowners
yards.



       Wood turtles in this area will tend to dig multiple attempted nest sites before 
they dig a final nest location where they lay their eggs and then fill the nest 
back in.  

       They usually are more active digging nests after a light rain, and might 
attempt different locations for multiple days before finally deciding on a location 
to lay their eggs.

     It takes roughly 47-69 days until the
young turtles will hatch from the nest.
However, there is a high mortality rate for
young turtles and eggs due to predation.
Adult turtles are also at risk for predation
and road mortality.



What the study is all about:

       The goal of this study is to see if there are certain characteristics
in the soil that determine the differences between the attempted nest sites
and the successfully laid nest sites for wood turtles.  In other words, what makes 
up a successfully laid nest site?

The strength of the soil, texture,
structure and moisture content at 
each location is being tested to look 
for any differences or similarities 
between the sites.

You may  also notice some turtles
with small enamel numbers painted 
on the back of their shells.  This is a
 part of the study, and it is for 
identification purposes only.



       So far, only 5 successfully laid nests have been observed 
and each has been covered with a wire screen to protect them 
from predation.  The nests are not disturbed and the eggs are
not touched at all.  Soil samples are taken from next to the 
nest site, not directly from the nest site.  In addition, over 30 
attempted nest sites have been observed as well.

       Wood turtles are a protected species, and hopefully this study can help with any 
future conservation projects or education programs dealing with these turtles.  



What you can do to help:
       If you see a wood turtle that you think may be looking for or digging
a possible nest site, please keep some distance from it  There is a chance that they 
could be frightened away if approached.

       After the turtle moves away, make a note  in your memory  of the location of the 
turtles activity.  If you observed them digging but later can’t find a hole, chances are 
that the turtle laid eggs and filled the hole back in.  Attempted sites that don’t have 
eggs laid in them are not filled back in, the turtles just move on from those locations.

An example of an attempted nest site.



       Please call LSSU student Jayne ,with any wood turtle nesting observations
that you might have.  If you allow it, she will come out and look at the site
and take some soil samples and measurements.  Also, if there is a successfully
laid nest location, then she will cover it with a wire screen staked to the ground
to protect the eggs from predation.
       This study is ongoing through July 10th, 2014.

Your help is greatly appreciated, thank you!

Jayne Meinhard: (586) 337-6790
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